My fascination with adolescent idol worship behavior (how and
why young pecple worship entertainers as "ldols") sprouted
since | joined the 55 Department in 1987. Over the last ten
years, | have worked with Drs. Dennis Wong and Jacky Cheung
in the Depriment to compare between patterns of adolescent idol
worship behavior in Hong Kong and Mainland China. From ten
studies, we have found that:

The worshipping of "star” idols was more prevalent among Hong
Kong than among Mainland secondary and university students;
however, the worshipping of "luminary” idols was more prevalent
among Mainland than among Hong Kong secondary and
university students.

The worshipping of "star” idols was more prevalent among
female than among male students; and this phenomenon was
stronger in Hong Kong.

The worshipping of "intellectual” idols was less prevalent among
Hong Kong than among Mainland students.

Students who worship "intellectual” idols had higher self-efficacy
than those who did not; the phenomenon was stronger in Hong
Kong.

Students who tried to model after their idols had higher self-
efficacy than those who did not; the phenomenon was stronger
in Hong Kong.

The more the sludents engaged themselives in modeling after
"luminary” idols, the less social anxiety they had experienced;
whereas, the more the studenits engaged themselves in
worshipping “"star” idols, the more social anxiety they had
experienced, the phenomenon was stronger in Hong Kong.

Fantasized romance with idols was more prevalent among Hong
Kong than among Mainland students; the phenomenon was

From left: Dr. Dennis Wc;ng. Dr. Hiaﬁdang Yue,
Dr. Jacky Cheung
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This picture was taken when | attended the

Hong Kong F-4 Fantasy Concert in December 2002.

stronger among "star” worshippers.

Another striking finding : Both Hong Kong and Mainland
secondary school students rated higher liking of actor/singer Andy
Lau when being presented with Lau's more down-to-earth, self-
motivated side than when being presented with his more
glamorous, all-powerful side. Therefore, students may have
tumed their "star” idols into role models based on the way they
perceived them. | am now trying to promote the concept of critical
idol worship, in that it is more beneficial for young people to treat
their idols as role models and to simply "worship" them.

In 2002, | had my first encounter with F-4, a popular Taiwanese
group, at their F-4 Fantasy Concert held in Hong Kong. To grab
that opportunity to investigate on idol worship behavior, |
arranged some CityU students to conduct a brief survey with
concert attendees. We found that the respondents cared more
about F-4 members' good look than about their particular talents.
This crude evidence indicated how a person's mere good look
increases her chance of being liked by others.

My latest book (published by the CityU Press), which has
summarized our findings on idol worship behavior, will be
released this May. | wish to thank Dennis and Jacky for their
endeavors and collaboration with me in this line of research. We
have made a perfect interdisciplinary triad (from psychology,
social work, and sociology)!

v \¢ Dr. Xiaodong Yue
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To score the Idol Worship Questionniare please visit the website:

http://ssweb.cityu.edu.hk/newsletter/

The IACD biennial conference, jointly organized by the
International Association for Community Development
(IACD) and the S& Department, will be held here in Hong
Kong at CityU on 24-27 June 2007.

With its theme on "Partnership for People-Centred
Development: Challenges and Responses in the
Globalising World," this 2007 conference aims to address
the effects of globalization on different societies and the
mechanisms of individual- and community-based efforts in
battling economic disparity, unemployment, and poverty.
This conference will be an invaluable opportunity for
practiioners, scholars, and advocates in community
development to come together to exchange views and
build networks.

Full-time students will receive discounts on the registration
fee. For details and updates, please visil the conference’s
wab site at hitp://ssteachl.cityu.edu.hk/-iacd/,

The past January, the Youlh Studies Ned of the 5SS Department,
parinering with the Evangelical Lutheran Churchs Socal Senvice
dmsion, had offered a one-day seminar on The Prachices of
Outreach Youth Services,” which had attracted over 250 sodial
workers and student aftendees. A professional exchange, the
seminar was commentaled by Prof Lo Tit Wing from the SS
Department and Mr Chan Po Chiu

from the APSS Department of

Polyl, both experts in youth
studies.

The seminar was slarted by
the welcoming speech of
Prof Alex Kwan, Acling &=
Head of the 5S Department .
and then featured the ‘.:.,.-""
sharing of 12 experienced .
social workers from ten agencies s
about their work siralegies and
hands-on experiences working with
delnguent youths. Their sharing and the seminar discussions had
sparked new insights in professional practices

Several faculty members from the SS Department had been
invited as speakers at the “Social Development and Policies
in Hong Kong and Taiwan" workshop held at Yuan Ze
University in Taiwan on 11 December 2006:

I AVEY Kwan

The workshop was offered to the undergraduates,
postgraduale students, and teaching staff in the Department of
Sociology at Yuan Ze University and was received
enthusiastically by the attendees.

Editioral Board: Dr.ulian Lai, Ms. Mavis He, Ms. Mei-hing Tang,

Ur.Vincent 1se, Mr. Anthony Yau

Department of Applied Social Studies,
City University of Hong Kong

Tat Chee Avenue, Kowloon Tong, Kowloon
Tel: 2788 8991

Fax: 2788 8960
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“Although many South-Asians living in Hong Kong have already
become Hong Kong's permanent residents, very few are being
protected under Hong Kong's labor ordinance,” exclaimed Dr
Kam Ping-Kwong when explaining why he started “The
Employment Situation of South Asian People in Hong Kong”

project in 2003 and “The Protection of Labour Rights among

South Asian People in Hong Kong"® project in 2004,

Collaborating with Unison Hong Kong, Dr Kam recruited 25
social work undergraduates as volunteers in these studies. Dr
Kam believed strongly in the benefits of involving students in
research processes. He expressed, “Many theones are taught in
lectures...but out-of-classroom learmning is more influential,
because social work students need to have more exposure 1o real-
world situations.” Dr Kam furthered, "Social workers have to serve the needy rather than to just
fulfill academic requirements.”

right motivation to approach South-Asians, |
was amused by how kind and friendly they
m.i

To break the language barrier, Dr Kam
recruited also South-Asian secondary
school students from the Sir Ellis Kadorie
Secondary School and the Delia Memorial
School (Hip Wo) to help out as interpreters.
‘I felt not only could inviting South-Asian
helpers speed up our progress, they could
also leam that they oo can voice out their
needs and fight for their own rights,” explicated Dr Kam.

Dr. Ping Kwong KAM

These projects have succeeded in knocking down racial
prejudices between Hong-Kong Chinese and the ethnic
minority. As a result of the interaction and open discussions
on prejudice and discrimination issues, the Hong-Kong
Chinese participants have gained a much better
understanding of their South-Asian counterparts; and vice
versa. Because of the projects’ findings and publicity, the
problem of social exclusion against South-Asians in Hong
Kong has begun to be treated with proper actions: the legislative
process for the Race Discrimination Bill in Hong Kong has finally
been inaugurated.

s The undergraduate volunteers have also marveled at how much they have
-y | benefited from their experience. “This leaming opportunity has been
| phenomenal,” indicalted Tammy Wai-Ming Lee.
From constructing the questionnaires and
teaching the helpers to conducting the
- interviews and then inviting reporters to the
ﬁ. press conferences and meeting with the staff
S from the Labour Department, these
- undergraduates had managed them all with
ease. Interestingly, to Angie Chi-Chi Lam, the
project has given her yet another insight: “Having the

Reported by Angie Chan
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Studies on School

!

Jullying Yielded Fruitiul Resuits

Ever since a 14-year-old boy named Luk Chi-Wai had been burned to death by a group
of bullies in school in 1997, Hong Kong had been shaken by the occurrence of horrific
school bullying behavior. Incidentally, the number of incidents of school violence had
kepl increasing, bul despite more public concemn, actions to address the problem of
school bullying had not been taken seriously by most primary and secondary schools.
Recently in 2003, another bullying incident in a Sheung Shui secondary school had
been caught on tape and broadcast on the intemet. The story, once again, had sparked
another moral panic.

This line of research has yielded a
number of articles published in both
local research monographs and
international journals. We have also
produced various types of publications
tailored to the different groups: practical
manuals of tactics on the prevention of
bullying in schools for school social
workers, leachers, and administrators;
educational comic books for school
children; and academic textbooks for
teachers and students in the subject
matter. Over the pasl six years, our

Before the millennium, there had been no systematic study conducted to investigate the
prevalence of school bullying and
the effectiveness of anti-bullying
programs. With the success in

Local publications

obtaining research funding from
the Quality Education Fund, the
Direct Allocation Grant, and the

work has been widely recognized and reported by such media outlets as electronic
news and documentaries, newspaper and magazine articles. Most important, we are
pleased to see that we have successfully raised the awareness of school bullying

Competitive Earmarked Research among administrators, teachers, parents, and students. Based on our research
Grant, |, calling *logether with a findings, many schools have started to develop their own anti-bullying policies and
team of dedicated faculty programs;, some have gone further to adopt a whole-school approach to building

researchers in the SS
Department, have embarked on a
series of studies to address the
issues. The research team
members included Prof Lo Tit Wing, Dr. Christopher Cheng, David Lok, Raymond

Ngan, and Mr Stephen Ma.

|

harmonious school environments. The results have been very encouraging.

Dr Dennis Wong

International journal publications

Dr:iDennisiWong
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The Cooking Process

Cooking and conducling a final year project have something in common: both require appropriate
preparation of the ingredients, good management of time, and a greal deal of persistence. So, |
diligently prepared my ingredients: | reviewed the literature, formulated my hypotheses, collected and
analyzed my data. Still, the crabs were walking off my basket. After consulting with my supervisor, |
discovered that like cooking a meal for 20 people, a FYP demands a lot of time and patience—in
conducting the research - and passion - in writing about my findings. To me, this was a spicy
experience;, however, | got a hold of the recipe to a personal development for a life time.

Words from the
Coordinator:

Our Psychology students are very
excited in their final year
project. Guided by experienced
researchers, the students apply
what they have learnt from
classrooms to conduct in-depth

Mr. Tak Shun Hung investigation on topics of their
BSSPSY Cohort 2003 interests. Many of these
25-01-07 projects provide insightful

results and inspire others for
future research development.

YR A Realistic/investigation

'Wiuwﬁ?hmmhhuhmnmwhmmdwm.
The two of us had only four months to finish it, because my partner had to leave for an
overseas exchange program. We had no other choice but to take on this challenge.

After choosing "The Development of Restorative Justice in Hong Kong: Past and Future®
as our FYP lopic, we realized that no other undergraduates had ever written on this topic
because of its complexity. But we needed not
to worry for too long, because we were guided
by Dr Dennis Wong, an expert in restorative
justice. We were able to gather a set of

attend lo issues raised and discussed at forums on
restorative justice.

| discovered that | have learned the most not so much
just on the techniques of conducting an academic
research but rather very much on the applicability of
restorative justice in the real world through my
continuing contemplation on the real issues. To me,
learning about the definition and nature of restorative
justice was a means to an end. My end goal is to care
about how restorative justice can be integrated into the
real-world criminal justice system. My conclusion is that
a justice policy must be both beneficial to the public and

From our documentary analysis, we have

found the following situations conceming  practical enough to be integrated into the specific Dr. Vincent Tse
restorative justice in Hong Kong: (a) the  pgjitical, m.mmmmmmm Psychology Final Year
present juvenile justice system in Hong Kong Project Coordinator

has not been providing enough options for
handling juvenile offenders; (b) there have
been few proponents of the practice of
restorative justice in Hong Kong; existing
efforts were made only on the academic level,
(c) progress in law reform has been dilatory,  J W
impeding the development of restorative y

justice; (d) people in Hong Kong have usually v

been more pragmatic and would seldom

R = N
¥ ....

Miss Shuk Fan Wonq , Year-three Student
of BSS (Criminology) January 2007
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